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BLM State Office Receives LBA 

Adjudicator evaluates LBA applicant’s  
qualifications  

Confirms emergency (if applicable) 

BLM notifies Governor and  
regional Coal Team of LBA  

BLM Field Office (FO) ensures that LBA is 
in conformance with land use plan (LUP)  

 
Minerals staff receives LBA and prepares 

report on maximum economic recovery 
(MER) and possible tract modifications  

FO and minerals staff recommends  

amendment of LUP and/or modification  
of LBA tract if necessary modifications  

included in EIS analysis 

FO prepares environmental analysis (EIS) 
of LUP amendment and LBA including  

conducting scoping meetings and public  

meetings on DEIS if necessary 

Applicant submits / adjudicator reviews 
surface owner consent agreement(s)  

if necessary 

BLM consults with surface management 
agency, Governor, attorney general,  

and Indian tribes  

BLM makes decision 

To hold sale To reject the LBA 

The Coal LBA Process 
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